Selecting an appropriate control group was difficult, and we considered that colonoscopic examination of asymptomatic people was unjustified because of the risks and discomfort entailed. We thus selected patients who had been referred for investigation and in whom the irritable bowel syndrome had been diagnosed on clinical grounds. The controls were on average six years younger than the study group, and this could have affected the prevalence of colonic tumours: the prevalence of colonic neoplasia related to age in asymptomatic subjects is unknown. The difference in age between the two groups, however, is unlikely to have accounted for all of the observed differences in prevalence. 
